
Avian Influenza Tips for Backyard and Hobby Flocks 
 

These tips are organized in 3 groups/categories: 

1) Look for signs 

2) Report sick bird 

3) Protect your birds 

 

 

 

Know the normal behavior of your birds, so sick 

birds can be detected promptly. 

 

What can you do to prevent avian influenza (and 

other diseases) in your birds: B I O S E C U R I T 

Y.  

Stay Away from the Wild Ones - Recent outbreaks 

of AI in domestic/captive birds, from US, have 

been linked to contact with wild ducks. 

 

Have your birds been to a fair or exhibition? Keep 

them separated from the rest of your flock for at 

least 2 weeks after the event.  

New birds should be kept separate from your flock 

for at least 30 days. 



 

Purchase healthy birds, not “lemons.”  

Buy birds from a trustworthy hatchery, breeders, 

or dealer. Keep a record of where you purchased 

birds.  This can assist animal health officials 

during a disease outbreak or investigation. 

 

Your birds’ health is in your hands.  

 

 

Do not wait! If your birds are sick or dying call 

your local cooperative extension office, local 

veterinarian, State veterinarian or US Department 

of Agriculture.  

 



 

Protect birds from predators and wild birds that 

may carry diseases (e.g. avian influenza, 

Salmonella). Also wild animals may steal feed 

or even kill your birds. 

 

A bird doesn’t have to look sick to carry 

disease. 

 

Keep a separate set of clothes and shoes for the 

birds. Do not wear those clothes or shoes in 

your house. 

 

Wash your hands.  

This is a good practice, not only to prevent 

passing diseases to your birds but also to 

prevent you from getting diseases from birds or 

other animals. 

 

If you have been near other birds or bird 

owners, such as at a feed store, clean and 

disinfect car and truck tires, poultry cages, and 

equipment before going home. 



 

Don’t forget to wash and disinfect your 

equipment and cages. Disinfectants will not 

work unless equipment and cages have first 

been thoroughly cleaned. 

 

 

The original images have been obtained from: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/2015/cal_2015_bfb.pdf 

 

Visit https://www.mynaga.org/avian-influenza/ for more articles on Avian Influenza. 
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